
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mark Smelzer Promoted to Vice President and Publisher, The Advocate and Gay.com

Smelzer’s expanded responsibilities include overall strategy and advertising sales for both Gay.com and the multiple extensions of the Advocate brand

March 11, 2010 (LOS ANGELES) – Here Media, the world’s leading gay media company, has promoted Mark Smelzer to Vice President and Publisher for the Advocate and Gay.com brands. Smelzer will continue creating and implementing innovative multiplatform initiatives for clients targeting the gay and lesbian niche. Smelzer is based in Here Media’s Los Angeles office. 

“Mark’s vast experience makes him an asset in today’s evolving media space,” said Joe Landry, Here Media’s Senior Vice President and Group Publisher. “As we continue to develop and execute creative multiplatform campaigns for a growing roster of advertising clients, we look forward to having Mark, with his ingenuity and creativity, leading our talented Advocate and Gay.com sales teams.”

In his new capacity, Smelzer continues to be responsible for the sales and advertising campaigns across the multiple iterations of the Advocate brand, including its iconic print publication, its award-winning website, and the newly launched video newsmagazine The Advocate On-Air. As publisher of Gay.com, Smelzer now oversees the expansion of the site’s original content and collaborates with advertisers on developing effective advertising campaigns targeting the highly desirable 21- to 34-year-old male demographic.

Smelzer most recently served as Publisher for The Advocate and Advocate.com. Prior to joining Here Media, he spent five years as publisher of the JCK Publishing Group, the nation’s leading jewelry trade publications and websites. He has also been an associate publisher of the entertainment trade Variety, where he was part of the launch team of Vlife, a lifestyle consumer publication for the Variety audience.  

Smelzer earned his undergraduate degree and MBA from UCLA. 

The Advocate is currently available to consumers via the print publication, Advocate.com, the new The Advocate On-Air television and online newsmagazine, and the Advocate imprint published by Alyson Books.  

Gay.com is the world’s leading gay social networking site and offers users wide-ranging social networking capabilities as well as a dynamic mix of award-winning video content covering topics such as pop culture, politics, travel, finance, style, health, and activism.


About Here Media

Here Media Inc. produces and distributes niche content across all platforms worldwide. Here Media’s iconic brands distribute gay media and world cinema programming with universal, humanistic appeal. Its distribution platforms include television, VOD, broadband, online, print, and mobile. It earns subscription, advertising, and licensing revenue from its award-winning content.  

Here Media owns and operates a variety of media assets including:

· here! Networks, a premium television network featuring programming that appeals to a gay and lesbian audience airing in 96 of the top 100 U.S. markets, including every top 10 market. 
· Iconic brands including Out, The Advocate, and HIV Plus as well as Alyson Books. 
· The Advocate/Out group of online sites including Gay.com, Advocate.com, Out.com, and SheWired.com. 
Paul Colichman is Chief Executive Officer of Here Media and Stephen P. Jarchow is Chairman. Together, they have produced and/or distributed over 200 motion pictures, including Academy Award® winners Gods and Monsters and Departures.

Forward-Looking Statements 

In addition to the historical information contained herein, this press release may contain forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors which may cause the actual results, performance, or achievements of the company to differ materially from any future results, performance, or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, among others, the limited operating history and variability of operating results; ability to achieve its operating plan; competition; timing and success of product launches; success of marketing efforts; and dependence on technology infrastructure, cable and satellite operators, and the Internet. Additional information concerning factors that could affect Here Media’s future business and financial results is included in Here Media’s public filings filed from time to time with the SEC, which are available at the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov.
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