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Bringing the Short Story Into the Digital Age, 

The Atlantic Continues Commitment to Fiction 

with Exclusive Content for Amazon Kindle 

-Exclusive New Edna O’Brien and Christopher Buckley Stories Available December 7-

Washington, DC and New York, NY (December 7, 2009) – Extending its legacy as a curator of quality fiction and an innovator in content distribution, The Atlantic announces a landmark initiative in cooperation with Amazon. As outlets publishing fiction rapidly dwindle, The Atlantic asserts its historic commitment to the form by introducing two new short stories each month via Amazon’s Kindle—becoming the first magazine to deliver fiction exclusively to Kindle readers. Kindle and Kindle DX are Amazon’s revolutionary portable readers that wirelessly download books, magazines, newspapers and personal documents to a crisp, high-resolution electronic ink display that looks and reads like real paper. These works will also be available for purchase and reading with the Kindle for iPhone and Kindle for PC apps, as well as planned Kindle platform expansions for Mac and Blackberry.

The Atlantic continues its esteemed tradition of publishing short fiction with “Shovel Kings,” by Edna O’Brien, whose award-winning fiction and nonfiction writing spans nearly 50 years; and “Cynara,” by Christopher Buckley, whose popular writing has long been a fixture of The Atlantic’s pages. Upcoming authors include Curtis Sittenfeld, Paul Theroux, Patricia Engel, Anne Korkeakivi, Richard Lange, and Stuart Nadler.

“The Atlantic’s mission to inform the national conversation has always championed fiction’s vital role in the exchange of ideas, and we’re excited to continue the extension of our fiction enterprise on this innovative platform,” said Justin B. Smith, president of The Atlantic.  “The Amazon Kindle presents us with a powerful new way to support great writing and sustain the thoughtful dialogue it inspires.”

“We’re thrilled to work with The Atlantic to bring these great stories to Kindle customers,” said Russell Grandinetti, vice president of Kindle Content.  “There are many great works by accomplished authors which vary widely in length, at times perhaps too long for a magazine or too short for a novella.  The Kindle platform opens up new publishing opportunities for these authors and makes it possible for customers to easily discover and enjoy excellent fiction of any length.”

As part of its ongoing exploration of new technologies and formats for connecting with readers, The Atlantic also recently announced an initiative with HP’s MagCloud publish-on-demand service.  In addition, The Atlantic—whose first Web site launched in 1993—this year introduced several new digital properties, including The Atlantic Wire and the Politics, Business, and Food Channels. TheAtlantic.com won the 2009 Webby Award for Magazine Site of the Year.

About Amazon.com 

Amazon.com, Inc. (NASDAQ:AMZN), a Fortune 500 company based in Seattle, opened on the World Wide Web in July 1995 and today offers Earth's Biggest Selection. Amazon.com, Inc., seeks to be Earth's most customer-centric company, where customers can find and discover anything they might want to buy online, and endeavors to offer its customers the lowest possible prices. Amazon.com and other sellers offer millions of unique new, refurbished and used items in categories such as Books; Movies, Music & Games; Digital Downloads; Electronics & Computers; Home & Garden; Toys, Kids & Baby; Grocery; Apparel; Shoes & Jewelry; Health & Beauty; Sports & Outdoors; and Tools, Auto & Industrial. Amazon Web Services provides Amazon’s developer customers with access to in-the-cloud infrastructure services based on Amazon's own back-end technology platform, which developers can use to enable virtually any type of business. Examples of the services offered by Amazon Web Services are Amazon Elastic Compute Cloud (Amazon EC2), Amazon Simple Storage Service (Amazon S3), Amazon SimpleDB, Amazon Simple Queue Service (Amazon SQS), Amazon Flexible Payments Service (Amazon FPS), Amazon Mechanical Turk and Amazon CloudFront. 

Amazon and its affiliates operate websites, including www.amazon.com, www.amazon.co.uk, www.amazon.de, www.amazon.co.jp, www.amazon.fr, www.amazon.ca, and www.amazon.cn. As used herein, “Amazon.com,” “we,” “our” and similar terms include Amazon.com, Inc., and its subsidiaries, unless the context indicates otherwise. 

Amazon.com Forward-Looking Statements 

This announcement contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Actual results may differ significantly from management's expectations. These forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties that include, among others, risks related to competition, management of growth, new products, services and technologies, potential fluctuations in operating results, international expansion, outcomes of legal proceedings and claims, fulfillment center optimization, seasonality, commercial agreements, acquisitions and strategic transactions, foreign exchange rates, system interruption, inventory, government regulation and taxation, payments and fraud. More information about factors that potentially could affect Amazon.com's financial results is included in Amazon.com's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including its most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K and subsequent filings. 

Kindle devices are sold through Amazon Digital Services, Inc. 

About The Atlantic
Since its founding more than 150 years ago as a magazine of “no party or clique,” The Atlantic has been a champion of the literary arts, publishing many of fiction’s leading lights, including Jack London, Vladimir Nabokov, Ernest Hemingway, Philip Roth, Saul Bellow, Joyce Carol Oates, Henry James, and Katherine Anne Porter.  The Atlantic has helped shape the national debate on the most critical issues of our times, from politics, business, and the economy, to technology, arts, and culture. The Atlantic is the flagship property of Atlantic Consumer Media, whose parent enterprise is the Washington, D.C.–based publisher Atlantic Media Company. Atlantic Media’s more than 3 million readers are found among the ranks of business, politics, government, and academia.
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