Writer and Actor Andrew McCarthy Spins the Globe

Andrew McCarthy, travel writer and an actor who can be seen in classics such as “Weekend at Bernie’s” and “Pretty in Pink,” took the ultimate dare: writing for Afar magazine’s regular department ‘Spin the Globe,’ in which Afar spins the globe to pick a destination at random, then tells a writer, “Pack your bag, you’re going to…”

Andrew McCarthy took the trip to Ethiopia and writes about it in the March/April issue of Afar, on newsstands now.  Here are the highlights.

On attending Mass at an Ethiopian church: “To my Western eyes, it felt more like a scene to summon the devil than a place to worship God.  I stood awkwardly by a wall.  Then a young man leaned close to my ear and whispered, ‘Ticket.’”

On being detained for failing to provide a “ticket” at church: “The man who arrested me at dawn in Lalibela was tall and gaunt. His voice was rich and full—and angry.  He carried a long staff in one hand and a rifle slung tightly on his other shoulder.  He reminded me of an Ethiopian Lee Marvin.  It was just the kind of thing that happens when you show up alone in a distant country without a plan.”

On his survival strategy when being detained by the local police: “I figured I wouldn’t be shot as long as I had a child by my side—I engaged the boy in animated conversation.”
On being off the grid: “I lay under a tree and tried to nap.  I checked my phone, knowing it had no reception.  I wondered why I was so far from home.”
On meeting a group of young boys on the side of the road and joining their foosball game: “Our eyes met and we smiled.  He said something to his teammate and they welcomed me into their game, and we played, taking turns, laughing, until it was too dark to see.”

About AFAR Media:

AFAR Media is a multi-platform brand focused on experiential travel that helps people experience every destination as local residents do. The company is based in San Francisco and launched the breakthrough magazine Afar in August of last year. Afar’s subscriber base is made up of highly targeted, passport holding international travelers.  The subscription rate is $19.95 per year and the cover price is $4.99. Readers can purchase Afar at major outlets such as Barnes & Noble and Borders, and in airports across the United States. Visit afar.com/blog, where Afar’s editors, writers, and photographers will share stories, recommendations, photos, videos, and more. Follow Afar on twitter.com/afarmedia and become a fan at facebook.com/afarmedia.  The Afar Foundation—the philanthropic arm of AFAR Media—has been established to encourage cross-cultural study and travel by underserved high school students, and has launched its pilot program in partnership with the non-profit organization Global Explorers with students from Yonkers, New York and Oakland, California.
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