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LETTERS

Wave Goodbye

Susan Faludi’s theory of habitual
matricide as the cause of generation-
al tensions in contemporary femi-
nism [“American Electra,” Essay, Oc-
tober] does not fit my own
experience. | was active in the femi-
nist movement in the 1970s in
Berkeley and cofounded a national
organization. With very few excep-
tions, we all cherished our mothers
and felt that the societal changes we
sought amounted to a vast correction
of the forces that had constrained
them as well as us. As for our fore-
mothers in the feminist movement,
we were fascinated with the stories of
their struggles and their lives. We felt
a strong sense of continuity running
from the Seneca Falls meeting in
1848 to our own time, and we be-
lieved we were making significant
progress that our daughters would
build on in their own lives.

The break in continuity occurred
with the backlash against feminism
during and after the Reagan years.

Harper’s Magazine welcomes reader response.
Please address mail to Letters, Harper’s
Magazine, 666 Broadway, New York, N.Y.
10012, or email us at letters@harpers.org.
Short letters are more likely to be published, and
all letters are subject to editing. Volume pre-
cludes individual acknowledgment.

Suddenly most young women consid-
ered “feminism” a pejorative label; lat-
er, it was Seventies feminism, in par-
ticular, that had to be rejected.
Because Faludi wrote an acclaimed
book about this phenomenon, Back-
lash, it is curious that she did not in-
clude that major shift in the 1980s as
a cause of today’s fractured situation.

Charlene Spretnak
Ojai, Calif.

In college, listening to Second
Wave professors brag about their
time on the “front lines of the Revo-
lution,” I was hard-pressed to find
much to celebrate. Most of the wom-
en in my mother’s generation seemed
stressed out, pissed off, overworked,
and underpaid. And that was just
the middle-class white women. Black
and Latino women had been chucked
off the bus altogether, stuck with do-
ing all the work that middle-class
white women thought too demean-
ing to bother with. I couldn’t under-
stand how a movement with ideolog-
ical claims to raising women’s status
would choose to devalue what wom-
en did and glorify what men did.
Rather than being liberated, women
were stuck with two full-time jobs,
one in the home, the other in the
workforce—where we were expected
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