
◆

◆

HARPER’S MAGAZINE / DECEMBER 2010   $7.99

HAMMER AND SICKLE
A story by Don DeLillo

A YEAR OF BIRDS
At Home on the North Platte River

By Annie Proulx

WHICH WAY MADNESS LIES
Can Psychosis Be Prevented?

By Rachel Aviv

Also: A new history of conservatism

T H O M A S  F R A N K  O N  J O U R N A L I S M ’ S  C O N T E N T - M I L L

December cover can subs  10/22/10  10:00 AM  Page 1



John R. MacArthur, President and Publisher

Editor
Ellen Rosenbush

Literary Editor
Ben Metcalf

Managing Editor
Rafil Kroll-Zaidi

Senior Editors
Christopher Cox, Donovan Hohn 

Editor Emeritus
Lewis H. Lapham

Art Director
Stacey D. Clarkson

Associate Editors
Claire Gutierrez, 

Theodore Ross, Gemma Sieff 
Assistant Editors

Christopher R. Beha, J. Gabriel Boylan,
Genevieve V. Smith, Sam Stark,

Emily Stokes, Justin Stone
Assistant Art Director
Alyssa Coppelman

Editorial Interns
Nicholas Kimbrell, Anthony Lydgate, 

Julia Powers, Daoud Tyler-Ameen
Art Intern

Elina Mishuris
Contributing Editors

Ben Austen, Kevin Baker, Tom Bissell, 
Charis Conn, Barbara Ehrenreich, Paul Ford,

Thomas Frank, Nicholas Fraser,
Rivka Galchen, William H. Gass, Jack Hitt, 

Edward Hoagland, Scott Horton, 
Frederick Kaufman, Garret Keizer, 

Mark Kingwell, Naomi Klein, 
Christian Lorentzen, Wyatt Mason, 

Bill McKibben, Benjamin Moser, 
Duncan Murrell, Vince Passaro, 
Matthew Power, Francine Prose, 
David Quammen, David Samuels, 

Jonathan Schell, Jeff Sharlet, Earl Shorris,
Jake Silverstein, Ken Silverstein,

Mark Slouka,  Rebecca Solnit, 
Matthew Stevenson,  John Jeremiah Sullivan,  

John Edgar Wideman, Tom Wolfe, 
Thomas de Zengotita

Vice President and Associate Publisher
Peter D. Kendall

Vice President and General Manager
Lynn Carlson

Vice President, Circulation
Shawn D. Green

Vice President, Public Relations
Kathy Park Price

Assistant to the Publisher
Barbara Andreasson

Kim Lau, Senior Accountant
Eve Brant, Offi ce Manager
Adrian Kneubuhl, Staff

Advertising Sales: 
(212) 420-5720; Fax: (212) 260-1096
Frank M. Smith, Advertising Director
Cheryl Vawdrey, Sales Representative/

Book Publishing, Art, and Culture
Jennifer C. Adams, Production Director

Patricia D. Beck, Advertising Coordinator
Sales Representatives

Chicago: Tauster Media Resources, Inc.
(630) 858-1558; Fax: (630) 858-1510
Detroit: Maiorana & Partners, Ltd.
(248) 546-2222; Fax: (248) 546-0019

Direct Response: Emily Wilcox
(212) 420-5772; Fax: (212) 260-1096
Canada: JMB Media International
(450) 538-2468; Fax: (450) 538-5468

 Harper’s Magazine welcomes reader response. 
Please address mail to Letters, Harper’s 
Magazine, 666 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
10012, or email us at letters@harpers.org. 
Short letters are more likely to be published, and 
all letters are subject to editing. Volume pre-
cludes individual acknowledgment.

Wave Goodbye
Susan Faludi’s theory of habitual 

matricide as the cause of generation-
al tensions in contemporary femi-
nism [“American Electra,” Essay, Oc-
tober]  does  not  f it  my ow n 
experience. I was active in the femi-
nist movement in the 1970s in 
Berkeley and cofounded a national 
organization. With very few excep-
tions, we all cherished our mothers 
and felt that the societal changes we 
sought amounted to a vast correction 
of the forces that had constrained 
them as well as us. As for our fore-
mothers in the feminist movement, 
we were fascinated with the stories of 
their struggles and their lives. We felt 
a strong sense of continuity running 
from the Seneca Falls meeting in 
1848 to our own time, and we be-
lieved we were making significant 
progress that our daughters would 
build on in their own lives. 

The break in continuity occurred 
with the backlash against feminism 
during and after the Reagan years. 

Suddenly most young women consid-
ered “feminism” a pejorative label; lat-
er, it was Seventies feminism, in par-
ticular, that had to be rejected. 
Because Faludi wrote an acclaimed 
book about this phenomenon, Back-
lash, it is curious that she did not in-
clude that major shift in the 1980s as 
a cause of today’s fractured situation.
Charlene Spretnak
Ojai, Calif.

In college, listening to Second 
Wave professors brag about their 
time on the “front lines of the Revo-
lution,” I was hard-pressed to find 
much to celebrate. Most of the wom-
en in my mother’s generation seemed 
stressed out, pissed off, overworked, 
and underpaid. And that was just 
the middle-class white women. Black 
and Latino women had been chucked 
off the bus altogether, stuck with do-
ing all the work that middle-class 
white women thought too demean-
ing to bother with. I couldn’t under-
stand how a movement with ideolog-
ical claims to raising women’s status 
would choose to devalue what wom-
en did and glorify what men did. 
Rather than being liberated, women 
were stuck with two full-time jobs, 
one in the home, the other in the 
workforce—where we were expected 
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